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Peace-Offering, Sc. 
Mr. PRESIDENT, 


ILE Aſſociations were ſet on 

boot by the youthful and more 
vigorous Part of the Community 
in support of our auguſt Prince. 
and Government, by Arms, it be- 
came us, tho' unable to wield the Sword, or 
mount the neighing Steed, not to fit idle Spec- 
tators of the Confuſions of our Country, but 
to act in a Sphere beſt ſuited to our advanc'd 
Years and long Experience, This, Sir, you 
are ſenſible, was the genuine and firſt Motive 
of the Inſtitution of our Society : And I may 
ſay without Exaggeration, that we have not 
been hitherto leſs uſeful to our Sovereign. and 
Fellow-Subjects, by the Hints and grave Ad- 
vices of ſeveral of our Members, than other 


aſſociated Bodies, 
$7 A 2 Need 
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Need I, Sir, enumerate the many ſhrewd 
and profound Schemes broach'd by thoſe of 
our Society ſkill'd in Arms, in regard to the 
Militia, and other the like good and notable 
Purpoſes? Need I, on the other hand, men- 
tion the many grave and religious Advices that 
have flow'd from the learn'd Pens of ſuch of 
our Members as have a Caſt to Piety and Re- 
ligion, for bettering and reforming the Com- 
munity? The whole Nation can witneſs how 
zealouſly they have labour'd toward the Era- 
dication of Infidelity, Immorality and Cor- 
ruption, ſpread of late Years over almoſt the 
whole Face of our Iſland, fo fam'd of old for 
Piety and Holineſs, The Suppreſſion of Luxu- - 
ry and Exceſs has been their peculiar Care; 
and that not fo much from a Spirit of Parſi- 
mony natural to old Age, as from a Senſe of 
the Neceflity of employing our Fortunes, as 
well as Lives, in the Defence of Liberty, in 
ſuch Times as the preſent. A 
Tis well known that Fervency and Zeal 
have prevail'd among us over Sloth and Laſſi- 
tude, the natural Concomitants of Age. See 
the various late Publications for putting Vice 
out of Countenance. How numerous and 
pompous the Advertiſements in our daily Pa- 
pers of Treatiſes attacking the growing Sins 
and Evils of the Age? How tenaciouſly and 
gloriouſly have we maintain'd the Argument 
againſt Lalian Operas? But tho' it has been 

prov'd 


. | 
prov'd that theſe Muſical Follies had their 


Origine in Paganiſm and Popery; yet, Sir, 


how ignominiouſly have the Public turn'd a 
deaf Ear to the Voice of Reaſon, to gratify a 
ſenſual, vicious Taſte? How ſhamefully have 
a Proteſtant People, in this unmeaning Indul- 
gence of one Senſe, ſtoop'd to the Yoke of 
Rome, whence theſe ſoft Inchantments of 
Sound have been imported to us for the Pur- 
poſe of Slavery? Gods! that a brave and 
rough Nation, the Pride and Bulwark of the 
Reformaticn, ſhould thus ſcandalouſly bow to 
the Scarlet W——e, when France is on the 
Verge of ſubjecting our beſt Proteſtant Allies, 
the Dutch, to her Power; and an open and 


too ſucceſsful Rebellion is in our Bowels at 


rome f*- ©} 58 

One cannot help admiring, in many In- 
ſtances, tho' he deteſts, the Refinements of 
the Court 'of Rome, She conveys her ſoft 
Sing-ſong to us here in the Southern Part of 
our Ifland, to render us effeminate and inactive; 
and to the Northern ſhe ſends a Pupil of her 
rearing, but who, from the Robuſtneſs of his 
Conſtitution, ſeems rather to be rear'd in Si- 


beria than the Campania of Rome, Is it not 


evident that this ſinewy, hardy, young Ro- 
man was brought up from the Cradle with a 
View to fit him for the Leader of the rough, 
deſperate People who have foil'd our Troops 
at Preſton-pans and Falkirk ? 
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And what was it but Muſic, infectious Ta- 
lian Muſic, that has occaſion d theſe ſhameful 
Defeats? Before our Common People were 
acquainted with the enervating Sounds of 
Rome, they were rough, they were brave and 
victorious. There were none of the ſqueaking 
Sons of Italian Ha, ha, in King William's 
Armics; nor in Queen Anne's, till after the 
Peace of Utrecht : And the Victors of Creſſy 
and Agincourt, tho Papiſts, were no Admirers 
of Roman Sonatas. But how fatally has the 
Scene been chang'd in later Days! Moſt of 
our modern Cockade-Dappers are Warblers of 
Talian Airs, and their Men are their humble 
Imitators. The Infection has deſcended from 
the dignity'd Red Coat, ſubſcribing to the O- 


pera, down to thoſe placed as Guards round 


St. James's Park, where, from each Centry- 
Box, one may hear, of a Summer's Night, the 
ſhrill Note of a corpulent, droniſh, Italian 
_ Gelding. - 

But, "Sir, the Labours of this grave Society 
have not been confin'd to oppoling the preſent 
foppiſh Gouſt for Italian Muſic, they have ex- 
tended to the Correction of the modern vitiated 
Taſte in various other Inſtances, You may 
remember how learned a Diſſertation was pro- 
nounc'd at our laſt meeting, by one of our 
Members, at preſent uſefully employ'd in pro- 


jecting an artificial Thunder that ſhall frighten 


the rebellious Highlanders from the Uſe of the 


Broad Sword, and from their attempting to 
ſeize 


ſeize our Field-Artillery before we can make 
uſe of it ourſelves: That learned Diſcourſe; 
you know, Sir, was proving, that all our pre- 
ſent Troubles might have been prevented, if 
his Advice had been follow'd ſome Years ago, 
for prohibiting the Importation of Raree-Shows 
into this Kingdom by the Natives of the Du- 
chy of Savoy. 

That laborious ingenious Speculatiſt told 
you, Sir, that tho' thele foreign itinerant Vir- 
tuoſi might be the natural-born Subjects of his 
Sardinian Majeſty, a Prince in our Alliance, 
yet that it was probable they were train'd up 
by France, and ſent over to us by that artful 
Court, to vitiate and corrupt our Youth, whom 
they chiefly practiſe upon. And, Sir, you 
may remember our ſagacious Brother went 
farther, in ſuppoſing that even his Sardinian 
Majeſty himſelf might have had his particular 
Views in permitting ſuch Droves of his Subjects 
to leave his Dominions as have ſwarm'd here 
among us of late Vears. That ſubtile Rea- 
ſoner told you, that tho' the Words, Heredi- 
tary. Right, were look'd upon, as they ought 
to be, as vague, obſolete, and ſenſſeſs at Lon- 
don, they may have been thought of more 
Significancy at Turin; and that there might 
have been, for that Reaſon, a political View in 
letting looſe upon us here in England ſuch 
Flights of Savoyards, who may be look'd upon 
as ſo me ay Popiſh Mithonaries to propagate 
Idolatry nd Vice among Proteſtants, © 
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I may venture aſſerting, that no Body of 
People in the Nation have more arduouſly, 
or more uſefully employ'd their Talents and 
Time, than this Society, ſince its Inſtitution. 


No Project or Invention has eſcaped their No- 


tice, for annoying the Common Enemy, and 
ſuppreſſing the Rebellion, What could be of 


greater Uſe than the Swimming Girdle, invent- 
ed by one of our Members, for ſwiming into 


the Ports of Bouloigne and Calais, in order to 
ſet fire to the Tranſports there? And, Sir, be 
it remember'd, to the Honour of the ingenious 
Inventor, that if the braveſt and moſt vigilant 
Commander of any Age or Nation, had not 
been abruptly diſcharg'd, the French would 
not, by this time, have a fingle Skiff on the 
Coaſt of the Channel, This, Sir, you know 


to be a Truth as Naked as any publiſh'd ſince 


the Fall of that gallant Officer. 
The Mention of that brave, rough Triton, 
brings one other Invention of ours to my Mind, 


which without doubt muſt be of infinite Uſe 


to the Public, as it has been recommended by 
that indefatigable Commander. Flags on the 
Steeples of the Churches on the Coaſt of Suſſex 
and Kent, would not be more viſible by Day, 
than Lights in Von Pots by Night. This, Sir, 


is a * Naked Truth, how cover'd ſoever it may 


ſeem to dull Apprehenſions. 

But, Sir, without troubling you or this 

Company with a more minute Detail of the 
1 | many 

* See Naked Truth from a Sailer, &c. by W. Webb, 
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many uſeful Productions iſſuing from the Pens 

of our Members ſince the preſent Rebellion, let 
it ſuffice t6 ſay, that the celebrated Mr. Vete- 
ran, fo fa ned throughout theſe Nations, and 

ſo revered by our Soldiery, is a worthy Limb 
of our loyal Body. What could be more ſea- 
ſonable or ſalutary, than that brave, rough 
Man's Scheme ? See how artfully, tho' in 1 
plaineſt Words ever put together, he has ſweet- 
ened all Orders of Men in the Nation (except 
one, of whom I ſhall take Notice preſently) 
to part Vith the deare/# Thing in the World, 
except Liberty and Religion, which laſt, IP | 
know, Sir, to be dearer to the Aged and their 
Paſtors, than Money itſelf. He has work d up 
the Spirit of Generoſity among the moſt noted 


Oeconomiſts of the Nation; proving herein, 


1 that Flannel outwardly apply d, may keep the 


Fleſb as warm, as the Spirit within. | 
I confeſs, Sir, it has puzzled me to find a 
Reaſon why a Set of Men, the richeſt in the 


Nation, and the moſt intereſted in the Sup- 


port of the C——h, ſhould be the only Men 
that have not contributed towards the brave 
Veteran's Scheme : And except one poor Ken- 
tiſh Curate, who probably might have had an 
eaſier Cure in View, I don't remember that 
Offerings came to Guild-Hall, towards the Ye- 
 teran Scheme, from any but Lay Hands, Per- 
haps theſe enlighten'd Guzdes of the ſtupid 
Flock, may have thought that a Contribution 
in Paper was equal to one in Gold. But if 1 

j 1 B | am 
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am rightly inform'd, by a venerable Member of 
"our Society, who had a very eminent Command 


lately: in the North, one Quart of humming. 


Ale will f:irit up a Soldier againſt Popery, 
more than a Cart-load of S——ns, tho' wrote 
by the moſt Dignify'd of the ſacred Order. 
One would think that the leaſt a People 


could do, who are exempt from fighting, would 


be to contribute towards paying thoſe who 


fight againſt the Religion, which that paſſive 


Gentry dread ſo much. Or is it only from the 


Pulpit that Popery is to be attack d by thoſe 


who: ſeem to have moſt to fear from its Intro- 
duction? | 4.3 

But, Mr. Chairman, have not ſome of our 
| Champions exceeded a little of late in 


F 
deb Attacks upon this Monſter ? To fay that 


it was the Rever/e of C——y, methinks 
could be no Compliment to our own holy 


Lamb, which we can't deny to have been ori- 
ginally ſprung from, or at leaſt related to the 


Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing, that has been, for 


ſome Years paſt, creeping in upon us in ſoft 


Sonatas and Raree-fhows. Old Dryden ſung 


to us, in our greener Years, that P 


ts of 
all Religions were the ſame. But, Sir, by that 


divine Bard's Leave, the Saying does not hold | f 


equally good in all Nations and Religions, if it 


be true, that the Romiſh Clergy have contri- 


buted to ſend us the Victor of P———n-p—s 
and F-—}; and that our own have not paid 


a Shilling voluntarily towards beating him out. 
5 WP oh Yet 
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Vet tho we - have not been able to mould 
the Hearts of our Guides by divine Inſtitution, 
as we have thoſe of their Flock, we have had 
ſo great Succeſs in ſerving the Government in 
various Inſtances of late, that it can be no 
longer doubted, that ſuch a grey-headed Socie- 
ty as ours, would be of public Utility in all 

Commonwealth. Men grown up to our Years, 
or rather, Men that have out-grown their Paſ- 
ſions, baye their Minds freer, and better adapt- 
ed to Thought and Reflection, than thoſe whoſe 
Veins flow with the fermented Stream of 
youthful Blood, How elſe but by being go- 
vern'd by the cool and cautious Politics of Se- 
venty and upwards, has the Court of Rome 
been able to ſhine above all others in the Spheres 
of Intrigue and Negotiation? Has not the im- 
portant Fortreſs of Edinburg Caſtle been pre- 
ſery'd ever ſince the ignominious Defeat of 
Preſton-pans, by the cool Courage and Con- 


duct of Seventy odd ? - 


Let us therefore, Sir, firmly adhere to the 
Intention of our firſt Inſtitution, which was to 
reject unanimouſly all Candidates under Seven- 
ty, however dignify'd or recommended. The. 
Good we have done, and the Honours we have 
gal in'd, will naturally inflame the Hearts of 
ome ambitious Courtzers, and perhaps of ſome 
of theſe who aſſume the glorious Title of the 
Champions of Liberty and the Pablic ; but, 

Sir, let me hope that Corruption will never be 


able to make its Way to a n partly eſta- 
, B 2 | bliſh'd 
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bliſh'd to put Venality out of Countenance. 
Let not Wealth or Title, nor the Favour of 
the Great, nor a Pretence to Virtue, impoſe 
vpon a Set of Men, that have aſſociated, as we 
have, ſpontaneouſly, to ſerve our Country gra- 
tis with our Jateſt Breath, and laſt Drop of 


Ink. If we would anſwer the Ends of our 


Inſtitution, let not Youth, on any Conſidera- 


tion whatever, be permitted to obtrude itſelf 


among us. | 
War, Buſtle and Confuſion, are the natural 
Objects of Youth and Inadvertency, while Eaſe, 


Tranquillity and Enjoyment, are thoſe of Age 


and Experience. Did we once ſuffer the Fire 
of Youth to mix with the Phlegm of Age, 
who among us could anſwer that we ſhould be 
able to bring about the great and laudable 
Work of Peace, ſo deſirable in itſelf, and fo a- 


vowedly the principal Object of our Aſſocia- 


tion, as appears evidently by the Epithet, Pa- 


ciſicł, we choſe to be diſtinguiſh'd by? 


'Tis manifeſt, from all our Deliberations of 
late, that the whole Attention of this venera- 
ble Board is fix d on Peace; and what more 
amiable Object can we have in View, whoſe 
Breaſts no longer glow with the illuſory Fires 


of Ambition and falſe Glory? But here among 


us appear no ſuch deſtructive Flames ; for by 


the ſeveral pacifick Schemes produc'd to-night, - 


tis obvious we all feek the-ſame Bleſſing, tho 
we take different Roads to come at it. 


_ — 0 * 
«> - = 
_- 4 . wat; . © 2 
<4, * 5 « A” 
22 1 r * 


A oe EE: aw: 


( 13 ] 
J have heard with great Pleaſure the ſeversl 
Syſtems propos d for acquiring the Bleſſing of 
Peace to our bleeding Country ; which how- 


ever well intended and digeſted, I beg leave to 


examine curſorily, before I propoſe one, which 
I affure myſelf will meet with the Approbation 


ol Gentlemen, as you all are, equally anxious 


for the public Weal and Happineſs of the il- 
luſtrious Family placed over us by the Laws, 
and likewiſe by our Choice. 

The firſt Gentleman who ſpoke, open d to 
you, with his uſual Elegance, the Origine and 
Cauſe, not only of our own domeſtic Miſeries, 
but of the preſent Calamities of the Continent ; 
and he has no leſs ingeniouſly expos'd the Au- 
thors of the Meaſures that have produc'd theſe 
general Diſtractions. I ſhall readily own, with 
that eloquent Member, that not only our own, 


but the preſent Confuſions of the Continent are 


principally owing to the Miſconduct and falſe 
Politics c Engliſh Miniſters ; but I muſt beg 
his LeavC if I extend the Reſearch beyond the 


* Adminiſtration of the adventrous Negoctator 
+ of the Treaty of Worms. 


l admit that that intrepid Miniſter had im- 
mediately wrought his Country into the pre- 
ſent War with France, and that (by obſtruct- 


Ing the Peace propos d to the Queen of Hun- 


gary by the late Emperor Charles VII. at 
— and by ſtipulating by the Treaty of 

Worms, che ſame Summer, to ſtrip the Repub- 
lic of 00 zenoa of Final) he is b for 


the 
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the late rapid Succeſſes of the Houſe of Bour- 
ben in Ttaly and the Netherlands. 4 

What — worthy Member inſinuated like- 
wiſe concerning the Injuſtice of doling away 0 
the lawful Poſſeſſions of neutral States without 
their Conſent or Knowledge, is no leſs Judi- 
cious than Generous; it being certain that no 
Attachment to Allies, nor other Conſideration 
or Intereſt, ſhould induce a Court to go into a 
Meaſure which muſt neceſſarily reflect Diſho- 
nour on the whole Nation. 

Treaties of Concord and Alliance, tho' pre- 
par'd by Individuals, are ever look'd upon as 

the Acts of the whole People. How have the 
French Nation acquir'd the Character of Difli- 
mulation, Perfidy, Inſincerity, and Injuſtice, | 
charg'd upon them by all Europe, but from the 
public Acts of their Miniſters? The Miniſters 
of France, ſacrificing the Honour and Cha 
racter of their Nation to the Views and Intereſt ; 
of the Court, perhaps to their own private In- © 
tereſt, have brought their Country into ſuch q 
Diſreputation, as no People in Europe rely on 8 
her Friendſhip or Equity. And yet the French, 
as an induſtrious commercial Nation, are no leſs 1 
upright and exact, by all I could ever learn, 
than other Nations. The Odium they labour | 
under has been wholly the Work of their Mi- Y 
niſters; and to whom elſe but the Servants of | 
the Public are we to aſcribe the fatal Declen- 
ſion of the Character and Reputation of our 
own Nation of late Years ? . EY, 
e 
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The Honour of our Nation, 'tis true, had 
been on the Decline many Years before the 
Campaign of Dettingen. Such a String of 
jarring, contradictory, and unmeaning Trea- 
ties as had been enter'd into ſince that of 


' Utrecht, could not fail of bringing the Nation 


into Diſreputation ; but until that of Worms, 


we coule. not be tax d with an -unneceſlary, 


impolitic, flagrant, and even an uncolourable 

Injuftice]- - - , + Sel ae 
I admit there was an Inſtance in the for- 

mer Adminiſtration of a Deſign to commit an 


g ijuſtice of much the ſame Nature with that in- 
tended the Republic of Genoa at Worms, and ex- 


ceeding, if poſſible, this latter in Wickedneſs and 


Folly. But we can't diſprove what the late Grand 


Corrupter offer d in his own Vindication on 
that Occaſion, viz. That the Projet of par- 
titioning the Pruſſian Dominions was of the 
Manufa Jure of H n Tourneymen only, 
But {appoſing the Fuſtian had been wove 
by Native Workmen, the Scheme was not 


digeſted into a regular, formal, binding Com- 
pac, which engaged the Honour and Credit 
of the Nation, It might be only intended to 


fright the King of Pruſſia into the Meaſures of 


our wiſe Miniſters, without any Intention to 


execute that vague Plan ſent for the Approba- 
tion of the Court of Vienna. But the bold 
Negociator at Worms brought his Scheme to the 


dernier Perfection. Every thing was done 
EY which 
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which depended on a prime Adviſer and Ple- 
nipo. Final was decreed to the King of Sar- 
dinia, without ſo much as hearing the Alle- 
gations of the Defendant, the Purchaſer, in 
actual Poſſeſſion: And by whom was this 


unequitable Decree pronounc'd ? Why, by that 


Nation who cries out conſtantly againſt the 
Injuſtice of France, and who has put all Eu- 
rope in Motion, and ſpent above Four hundred 


Millions for the laſt half Century, in order to 


make her honeſt. | | | 
Methinks I ſee an honeſt Patriot Engh/h 


Bluſh riſe in the Faces of the whole Company | 
on the mention of a Fact which thus igno- 


miniouſly reflects Diſhonour on their Country. 
Methinks I can read Indignation in every 


Eye againſt the bold Sullier of Eng/i/þ Fame 


in the Inſtance under Conſideration. 'Till of 
late Years, what Nation could boaſt of fo a- 
bundant a Fund of public and private Honeſty 
and Generoſity? What People till of late, were 


ſo rever'd and courted ? But behold how 


fallen we are ! We are ſunk down to the level 
of moſt of our Neighbours even as to our pri- 
vate Virtues; and for our Public, we are ſunk 


lower than any of them. And what was it 


but the Miſcondut of our Miniſters which 


has ſunk our National Character to ſo low, ſo 
infamous an Ebb? 5. 

But our Miniſters, not content to have paſt 
us for K-—-s all over the Continent for a Se- 
ries of Years, have at laſt produced us as the 

| | moſt 
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moſt finiſh'd F of the Creation. I could 
produce many Inſtances of the moſt egregious 
Follies we have been guilty of ſince our Mi- 


niiſters had ſhook Fand with Wiſdom and 


Probity; but in ſo intelligent a Company as 
Wed I bring any other than the intended 


Partition of the Pruſſian Dominions in 1747, 
and the 1oth Article of the Treaty of Morms 
in 1743? We were on no very good Terms 


with Pruſſia ever ſince the Death of his late 


Majeſty King George I. tho' of all the Courts 
of Europe we ſhould have endeayoured to cul- 
tivate the Friendſhip of that of Berlin the 


moſt Zealouſly and aſſiduouſſy. But in lieu of 


endeavouring to bring back that natural, uſe- 
ful, Proteſtant Ally to the Union and F riend- 
ſhip that bad ſubſiſted for Ages between, the 
Houſis of Lunenburg and Brandenburg, by 
an equitable Removal of Obſtruftions, we took 


5 the moſt direct and ſhorteſt Road imaginablg 
to on; and digjoin theſe near Relations for 


ever. 

No private Man, without a very extraordi- 
nary and uncommon Stock of Charity and Self- 
denial, could be brought to forgive the Man 
that ſhould attempt to ſtrip him of his Eſtate, 
and ſend him and his Family a begging... Yet 
our Mach:avels could not, or rather would 


not ſeg that they were opening ſuch a Breach, 


by har Attempt of partitioning the Dominions 
of Pr, ita, as could never be heal'd, They 


would not ſee neither, that ſuch a Breach 
a C muſt, | 
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muſt, in its Conſequences, give the deepeſt 


Wounds to the Intereſts and Liberties of t theſe 


Nations, and of the United Provinces, whoſe 
Safety and Welfare an Engliſb Miniſter ſhould 
no more loſe Sight of than of thoſe of his own 


Country. 
The preſent cloſe Union between the Courts 


of Verſailles and Berlin, and the rapid Con- 
queſts of the former in the Netherlands, are no 


more than what might be naturally appre- 
hended by the Breach widen'd between us 


and Prufia, by the famous intended Parti- 


tion already taken Notice of ; theſe Conſe- 
uences were ſo obvious, that the open 

Clerk in the Office of the Miniſter who pro 

jected it, could not but have foreſeen them. 


But were not the bad Conſequences of the 


toth Article of the Treaty of Forms as ob- 
vious and viſible? Might it not be ſeen, was 
it not foreſeen here at Home, and all over 
Europe, that the flagrant Injuſtice intended 


the Republick of Genoa, would force that 
. aggrieved People to ſeck the Protection of 


France and Spain? 

Behold in theſe two Inſtances, among a 
Multitude which might be produced, the late 
luxuriant Increaſe of our Folly as well as Diſ- 
h-—y. We had put ourſelves to an e- 
normous Expence in Support of the Houſe of 
Auſtria and Ballance of Power ſince the 
Death of the Emperor Charles VI. and to 


prevent the further Increaſe of the Houſe of 


Bour- 
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Bourbon. This we did, thinking it of abſolute 
Neceſſi y, tho but indifferently circumſtanc d 
to enga;ze in fo vaſt an Undertaking. But all 
the while, were we not doling away our Trea- 
| ſures with one Hand, and pulling down our 
Friends and Allies, and ſeting up our Enemies 
with the other? | 5 

We maintain d a great Fleet at an immenſe 
Expence, to protect our Allies in Taly, and to 
prevent the French and Spaniards from being 

in a Condition to act offenſively there. With 
the ſame View we granted the King of Sardi- 
nia a vaſt Subſidy. This Meaſure undoubted- 
ly was right. But if fo, muſt it not be as un- 
doubtedly wrong to diſoblige the Genoeſe, ſo 
dãs to force them, by the moſt palpable Injuſtice 
that ever was committed by any national Com- 
pact, to ſupply all thoſe Wants and Deficien- 


cCies which our naval Power had hitherto been 


the Means of? EY : 
The Genoeſe, as a frugal, induſtrious, trading 


4 People, could have no ambitious Views to 


Conqueſt, or Encreaſe of Territory ; therefore 
we are to preſume they would have preſerv'd 
the ſtricteſt Neutrality between the contending 
Powers, had not their Liberties and Commerce 
been ſo weakly and ſhamefully ſtruck at, by 
thoſe w io ſet up for the general Bulwarks of 
Freedon,, This Suppoſition being too natural 
and ſelf-zvident to be deny'd, it muſt neceſſa- 
rily be concluded, that we had forc'd that pa- 
cific State out of her long and native Indolence 
8 4. 1 26s N 
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and Inaction, by the 1oth Article of the Trea- 


3 ty of Worms, and compell'd her, by a fatal 


Neceſſity, to join our Enemies in her own 
Defence. The Alliance of ſach a trading Re- 
public as Genoa, abounding in the beſt Seamen 
of the Mediterranean, is of the utmoſt Advan- 


tage to Spain and France, and may, and pro- 
bably will be of. the utmoſt Prejudice to Great 


Britain, | 

But, Sir, have we acted more conſiſtently, 
more rationally, or more equitably ſince the 
Commiſſion of that glaring Blunder, which 


has loſt /aly, and I fear has loſt us his Sardi- 


nian Majeſty, who muſt of Neceſſity ſubmit 


to the Yoke which our Stupidity had fitted for 


him ? To be reveng'd of the Republic of Ge- 
noa, for a Meaſure which we ourſelves had 
forc'd her into, we not only ſupport, but en- 
courage the Rebellion of her Subjects in Corfica 
in. favour of a Prince, who never pretended any. 
Title to that Iſland. Let the World judge of 
the Rectitude and Expediency of ſuch a Sup- 
port to the Corfican Rebels, at a time that we 


were calling upon all our Allies abroad, and 


moving Heaven and Earth at home, to extin- 
tinguiſh a Rebellion in the Bowels of our own 


- Thave often lamented the Decay of public 


Spirit among us ſince the Days of our Youth. 


Thoſe here of my ſtanding, may remember 
how public Treaties were ſcrutiniz'd, and Mi- 


niſters cenſur'd and puniſh'd before the Revo- 


lation, 
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lution. But of late, the Impunity of Miniſters 
ſeems to be woven into our Conſtitution, The 
Miniſter who preſided in the Cabinet, when the 


iniquitous Scheme for partitioning the Pruffian - 


Dominions was hatch'd, was let down as gent- 
_ ly, cheriſh'd as much, and conſulted and con- 
fided in as much after he relign'd, as if he had 
been the Father and Preſerver of the State. 
The mire modern Miniſterial Schemiſt, the 
Obſtructor of a Peace at Hanau, and Nego- 
ciator at Worms, fell no leſs gently on the 
. Court-Down, than his Predecefſor did ; nor 
was he eſs conſulted and confided i in after his 
Fall, if it may be call'd a Fall, to riſe in Power 
and Confidence behind the Curtain, when 
forc'd from the public Stage. 

But here let us admire the ſecret Workings 
of Providence ; let us exult, and adore that di- 
vine Power, which has lately aveng'd, in ſome 
meaſurd, an injur'd Nation on the grand Spoil- 
er and Delinquent, Was he ſuſceptible of 
Remorte, or acquainted with Modeſty, we 
might expect he will retire for ever from a 
Court, where he acted fo mean, fo ignominious 
a Part. To be the flutterin Butterfly of a 
Day only; to be the Butt of a Party ; to be 
their Shittle-cork, bandy'd about as they were 
pleas'd to be in or out of Humout ;- to be in 
ſhort the Scoff of his own Country, and the 
Jeſt of Europe; who, 1 ſay, but one of the 
E— of — s Intrepidity and Inſenſibility, 
could ＋ the Shock of ſuch Contumely, 

much 


— 8 
- ; —y 
A . CI ALFECT IT * 


1 22 


much leſs mile upon and congratulate his Suc- 


ceſſors as he came from reſigning the $—s of 


his Office, which he held but for a Day ? 
Who can help ſmiling at the Zeal of certain 


Men, who. out of their Regard for the Honour 


of their Country, have labour'd to retrieve the 
Glory of the Britiſh Navy, by examining into 


the Conduct of certain Officers, that had mil- 


bebav'd in the Mediterranean, while no En- 
quiry had been promoted for an Inſpection in- 
to the Conduct of a daring Miniſter, who by 
obſtructing one Treaty, and making another, 
has loſt Italy and Flanders, and who, by other 
Meaſures, has prolong'd the War on the Con- 
tinent, and even gave Birth to the Rebellion 


which has diſtracted us for ſo many Months 


paſt ? But, as I ſaid before, the Indemnity of 
Miniſters is become part of our Conftitution, 
And why not as well as Corruption, which was 
publickly preach'd up, as Neceſlary and Con- 
ſtitutional, in a late Adminiſtration ? 

My Abhorrence of every arrogant, preſump- 
tuous and ſecret Enemy of my Country, may 
have warm'd and hurry'd me beyond the 
Bounds-I had ſet myſelf, when I ſtood up to 
offer you a Scheme I had form'd, on the ma- 
tureſt Deliberation, for giving a laſting Peace 


to theſe Nations, But, Sir, J am too well ac- 


quainted with the Virtues of this Company, 
not to flatter myſelf, that I ſhall be excus'd 
tor the Digreſſion, and the Time I may have 
taken up. IE 

2 Moſt 


1 |. 

Moſt of the Schemes that have been pro- 
pos'd to-night, for reſtoring Peace, ſeem rather 
calculated for the preſent, than Futurity. But, 
Sir, we have dealt too long in temporary Ex- 
pedients of late Years, and have ſuffer'd ſo ob- 
viouſly by them, that I hop'd no Member of 
this venerable Society would have confin'd his 
Reſearches, or preſcrib'd Methods which had 
already fail'd, and brought all our preſent Mif- 
fortunes upon us. 

During the long Adminiſtration of the late 
grand Corrupter, it was one continu'd Chain 
of Expedients, which exiſted no longer than 
from one Seſſion of Parliament to another. 


Could he patch up any Treaty or Convention 


in the Summer, ſo ſmooth and plauſible as to 
obtain the Sanction of a Majority of Penfion- 
ers in the Winter, it was the Ultimate of his 
Ambition. By this mean Artifice, theſe low, 
groveling Shifts, he not only brought his 
Country into a- fort of abje& Subſerviency to 
the Courts of the Continent, but into a Diſre- 
putation, which has been a Clog upon our 
Affairs ever ſince, and probably will continue 
to be ſo, while our Miniſters are oblig'd to 
purſue two different and incompatible In- 

tereſts. | e | 
But, Sir, as much as J think we have Rea- 
ſon to condemn the late grand Corrupter, for 
ſacrificing the National to a Foreign Iutereſt, 
in many Inſtances, and for laviſhing the public 
Treaſure in Support of his temporary 2 
ients, 
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dients, 1 think myſelf oblig'd, in Juſtice, to 
fay of him, that he underſtood the True Inte- 


reſt of his Country beſt of any, Minitter we 


had ſince Queen Elizabeth, And let me do 
him the Juſtice, likewiſe, to ſay, that he was 
inclin'd to purſue that True Intereſt, and did, 
as far as was poſſible for him, conſidering he 
muſt neceſſ. farih turn his Thoughts to a diffe- 
rent Intereſt, which has oblig'd him often to 
break in upon his general Syſtem. 

Next to his own Preſervation, PEACH 


was the principal Obje& in Sir Robert 


Walpole's View; and without all Diſpute, 
the Miniſter who knows and purſues the true 
Intereſt of this or any other trading Nation, 
muſt have Peace and Tranquillity eternally 


in his View. The jarring Intereſts which 


Sir Robert, as a Miniſter ſerving a Family: 
poſſeſſed of different Dominions, was obliged 


to purſue, led him often into a Neceſſity of 


bickering with the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 
drid; but he was ſure never to nurſe up a 
Miſunderſtanding with that of France, well 
knowing that no other Power was in Condi- 
tion to ſupport, or could ſo well and readily 


foment a Rebellion in favour of the Pretender. ; 


And is not the Rectitude of that Miniſter's Po- 
litics, in this Inſtance, viſible, from the Con- 
ſequences of the contrary Conduct of his im- 
mediate Succeſſor, who may be ſaid to have 
hatched and nurſed up the preſent Rebellion, 
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by forcing France into the War now ſubſiſt- 
ing between the two Nations? | 
But Sir Robert went a Step farther towards 
preventing any inteſtine Commotions in favour, 
of the exiled Family, whom he might ſup- 
poſe to have ſtill ſome ſecret Friends remain- 
ing. And in this he did but follow the Ex- 
ample of King William, who was known to 
have made a conſiderable yearly Remittance to 
the late King James, by the Hands of the late 
Earl of 7— 5, Grandfather to the preſent 
Sir Robert, tho' no Book-worm, was per- 
haps the beſt read in human Nature of any 
Man in his Time: That he was perfectly 
fkill'd in the Strength and Weakneſs of Man, 
appears evidently by his biding up to the Price 
of all whom he had a Mind to corrupt to his 
Purpoſe. He knew to a Guinea what to of- 
fer, and when to advance in his Salaries; and 
conſidering! his perfect Knowledge of his own 
Species, and his pecuniary Power, I have of- 
ten wonder'd how he came to be forced from 
the Helm. I have heard indeed that he him- 
ſelf ſhould have imputed his Fall to Supine- 
neſs, grown upon him by a too conſtant Courſe 
of Succeſs; and I am apt to believe it, becauſe 
conſidering the general Depravity he himſelf 
had introduced during a very b and a 
very long Adminiſtration, it is not likely he 
would have been overſet, had he not thought 
himſelf too ſecure. 
DD That 
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That pacifick, wiſe Miniſter, treading. ex- 


actly in the Deli verer's Steps, remitted an- 


nually a very conſiderable Sum to Rome by 
the Hands of a worthy Member of this vene- 
rable Society, lately deceas d. How prudent 
was this Conduct, how conſummate were the 
Politics, by which a neceſſitous Competitor 
was lull'd into Eaſe and InaQtivity ! Sir Robert 
was no leſs a Stranger to the Force of Neceſſity 
than Power of Gold. He was ſenſible that 
Neceſſity was truly the Mother. of Invention ; 
and therefore wiſely prevented that Neceſſity 
which might put the Pretender upon invent- 
ing Schemes K 
Countries. | 
While the Pretender's Sons were in their 
Nonage, Sir Robert's Scheme was very well 
Jaid, and ſucceeded accordingly, becauſe he 
took Care to keep well with France : But the 


Caſe is now alter'd ; the Sons of the Compe- 


titor are now grown up, and we know, to our 
Coſt; that one of them, at leaſt, is ſuppoſed to 
be as wiſe and reſolute as he is known to be 
indefatigable and ambitious. We are there- 
fore to ſhape our Conduct, in regard to that 
Family, according to the Change and Nature 
of Things. We muſt mould our Politics ac- 
cording to the Diſpoſition of the Objects to be 
_ wrought upon, | 7 ad 
Money, I fear, would not now anſwer our 


Purpoſe, as in Sir Robert's Days. The Father's 


Age might incline him to Eaſe, but the warm- 
er 


for creating Convulſions in theſe 


— — . 


. 
er Blood of the Sons impell them to Action. 
The Elder, particularly, we are told, is of an 
active Genius. He has already taſted of Pow- 
er, and probably is grown in love with Rule 
and Superiority ; therefore we are not to ſup- 
poſe, that any Sum we could ſpare, would con- 
tent ſuch a buſy, independent Mind as his, 
unleſs he had a Sovereignty in view. 

Tis on this Preſumption, Sir, that J haye 
attempted to build a Scheme, which, in 4 
Probability, will anſwer the Views of the Pre- 
tender's Family, but which ſhould and would 


be the leaſt of my Care, if the Intereſts of our 


auguſt Monarch, his Royal Family, and theſe 
Nations, did not ſeem to me at preſent to be 
more concern'd in fatiating that neceſſitous 
Family, than moſt People imagine. Tis 
though to be no bad Policy for a Man to part 
with ſome ſmall Patch of an ample Eſtate, in 
order to ſecure the reſt from Chicanery and 
Law-ſuits. How often do we fee Men con- 
deſcend to the Loſs of a Leg or Arm for the 
Preſervation of the Body? Amputation is ge- 
nerally attended with Succeſs, and of abſolute 
Necetlity when the Part to be ſever'd comes to 
be mortified. . Bodies Politic are no leſs liable 
to Mortification, in one Senſe, than the Hu- 
man; and Amputation, ſometimes, becomes 
equally neceſſary to both. No Man would 
wiſh to part with ever ſo ſmall a Selvage of an 
Eſtate, any more than one would wiſh to part 
with a Limb of ever ſo little Uſe; but, Mr. 
a | D 2 Preſident, 


Bs ſab) | 
Preſident, a good and wiſe Man will bend to 
Neceflity, A prudent Man will readily agree 
to ſacrificing a Trifle to future Eaſe and Hap- 
pineſs. A generous Man will lay ſome Re- 
ſtraint upon himſelf, if it contribute to the 
Peace and Well-being of Numbers, A ten- 
der Parent will chearfully concur in every Ex- 
pedient tending to the Aggrandizement and 
fgture Tranquillity of his Children. Even an 
indulgent Maſter would break in upon his 
own Inclination, if the Breach contributed to 
the Peace and Welfare of his Domeſtics and 
Dependents. 5 8 

Tis our Happineſs, our peculiar Happineſs 
above all other Nations, to be govern d by a 
Prince diftinguiſh'd for the moſt eminent and 
exalted Virtues. He is endow'd with Quali- 
ties peculiar to the Great and Good only. His 
Experience and conſummate Wiſdom help 
him to ſee and prevent Dangers and Inconve- 
niencies ; and his Indulgence and Generofity 
induce him to bear, or with to bear, a Portion 
of any Evil that ſhall befall Subjects, whom he 
views with the kind, tender Eyes of a Parent. 
Never was a People bleſs d in a wiſer, more 
generous, and compaſſionate. Prince; and to 
the eternal Honour of our Nation be it ſaid, 
never did Prince rule over a more loyal and 
generous People, He has along ſhewn us, 
that our Welfare was his chief Study, and our 

Content his only Care. How ardently did he 
wiſh, that the common Safety wonld permit 
| NS. the 


1 *., 2 
the leſſening our Taxes, and the Diſcharge of 

our Debts? The War with Spain was forc'd 
upon him, by the Perfidiouſneſs of that Court, 
and the Inconſiderateneſs of a violent,  ſpicited 
Party among his Subjects: That with France 
was an unavoidable Neceflity, chiefſy owing 
to the falſe Ambition of the late Miniſter, who 
thought to perpetuate his own Power by in- 
volving his Prince and his Country in the Ex- 
pence, Confuſions, and Calamities of a French 
WW 3 4: 

I am not inſenſible, that it has been infinu- 
ated, even in the Senate, that the Extenſion 
and Aggrandizement of his Majeſty's Electoral 
Dominions, were the Motives in View, when 


3 the Treaty of Hanau was obſtructed, and the 


Patience of France was puſh'd to Extremity. 
But what Villainy are not wicked Men capable 
of? what Calumny won't a reſtleſs Mind, and 
an evil Diſpoſition, attempt to fix on the Great 
and Innocent? Can we wonder that Hanover 

ſhould be made accountable for the preſent 
French War, when it was charg'd, in the late 


Reign, with our alternate, expenſive Quarrels 


in the North with Sweden and Rua? Was 
not our prudent Paſſiveneſs in regard to 
France, during all Sir Robert Walpole's long 
Adminiſtration, imputed to a ſeparate Intereſt, 
that of Hanover, tho' it was obviouſly calcu- 
lated for the Eaſe and Safety of theſe Nations ? 
And is not the fame Jntereſt invidiouſly charg d 
with creating a Coldneſs and Diffidence in the 

| |  Pruſjan 
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Pruſſian Court, which threw her into the Arms 
of France? 

But, as happy as our prince may be in our 
Loyalty and Generoſity, it muſt be allow'd 
that our natural Stubbornneſs, Levity and Fea- 
louſy, are capable of creating ſome Anxiety in 
his Royal Breaſt. Our Jealbuſj muſt give moſt 
Pain, for tho' we are Stubborn in Appearance, 
{till are we Tame if manag'd with Skill; and 
. tho' we are Fickle, yet are we tenaciouſly 
Steddy when the Glory and Safety of our 
Prince are in Danger. Walpole's Adminiſtra- 
tion is a Proof how Tame we are in the Hands 
of an able Manager : we were bled in every 
Vein, tho' in Peace with all the World; we 
were chain'd by new coercive Laws, and 
cramp'd in our Trade, yet we bore it all with 
true Britiſh Reſignation, which falls very little 
ſhort of Gallic, however we may flatter our 
ſelves to the contrary. And our Zeal and Ge- 
neroſity, on occaſion of the preſent Rebellion, 
manifeſtly prove no leſs, that we are Steddy 
and Sincere when neceſſary. Did any People 
in the World ever ſhew more Zeal and Sted- 
dineſs, more Loyalty and Generofity ? Is there 
any Inſtance in Hiftory, of a Nation's going 
ſuch Lengths as we have, to ſecure the Crown 
to the Prince, and his Royal Family? The 
whole People ſeem'd reſolv'd to die for the 
Prince ; they waited but for the Royal Per- 
miſſion, to riſe openly in his Defence. Their 


haves and Fortunes were equally at his Diſpo- 
ſal, 
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al, not barely by Profefſions on Paper, but by 
convincing ſolid Proofs, Proofs which ſhew the 
inward Man, as coming from the Heart, The 
Scriptures tell us, that where a Man's Trea- 
ſure is, there alſo is his Heart. And if lo, 
there is no doubting, that his Majeſty com- 
mands all the Hearts of his People, ſince no- 
thing is truer than that all their Riches were at 
his Service, as appears by the voluntary Sub- 
ſcriptions by all Orders of People among us, 
but one, as obſerv'd before. 

"Tis plain then, Sir, that however Nature 
may be deem'd a Step-mother to us, as to our 
Stubbornneſs and Levity, they are not ſuch as 
ſhould create Uneaſineſs in. the Mind of our 
Prince, ſince he has had the moſt ſubſtantial 
Proof, that we are not only as Pliant and 
5 Steddy, but as Zealous, Loyal, and Generous, 
as he himſelf could wiſh us to be. Tis not 
; therefore againſt theſe Foibles that our Prince 
is to guard. Are we Stubborn, are we Fickle ? 
we are Tame and Steddy when the Glory or 
Intereſt of our Royal Maſter 1 we ſhould 
be ſo, Tis then from our Fealoufy alone that 
he has any thing to apprehend. This is the 
only Weakneſs he has to guard againſt, *"Tis 
a Weakneſs, I confeſs, capable of vaſt En- 
creaſe, and of infinite Miſchief. Tis a Dif- 
eaſe which no kind Uſage can cure; nay, 
which even the Reſolution of the infected Par- 
ty himſelf can't eradicate : It generally proves 


Neg: ſtubborn for either Art or Time, which 
. gets 
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, and but one, in the whole Compaſs of 
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gets the better of moſt other Failings and Di- 
ſtempers. 

Fealouſy is a Jaundice of the Mind, which 
diſcolours all Objects in view, Where it takes 
Root in the Subject, let the Prince be never ſo 
wiſe, tender, — generous, compaſ- 
fionate ; in ſhort, let him have all the Per- 
fections Man is capable of, tis out of his 
Power to give entire Content. Fatal as Jea- 
louſy commonly proves, infectious as it is, yet 


it comes from a pure and generous Stock. 


Love is deem'd to be its Parent. What Pity 
the Off- ſpring of ſo reputable a Sire ſhould 
be ſo peeviſh, troubleſome, grovelling, and 
ſqueamiſh a Brat! 21 

We Hove our Prince, and doubt: not that we 
are belov'd in return. We have given him the 
moſt binding Proofs of our Love, nor has he 
been leſs generous 1n conferring affectionate 
Favours upon us. One would think this reci- 
procal Love ſhould adminiſter entire Satisfac- 
tion; yet ſo it happens, that it neceſlarily pro- 


duces the natural Effect, Jealouſy. And when- 


ever a Wife or M iſtreſs, a Lover or Huſband 
takes this Whim in the Head, adieu to real 
and ſtable Content: Neither Innocence nor 
Virtue can recall Peace of Mind when once 
'tis put to Flight by this buſy reſtleſs Fiend, 


By this Picture of Jealouſy it would ſeem an 


incurable Diſeaſe ; but the Fact, however, hap- 
pens luckily to be otherwiſe ? There is a Re- 


Art 
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Art and Nature, Need I point out what this 
Catholicon is, to this venerable Aſſembly, who 
have ſo often experienc'd its Efficacy ? Needed 
J have faid there was no other Remedy, to 
thoſe who have try'd all others in vain? Cool 
and liquify the Blood of one in a Fever, and 
the Rage abates, the Patient recovers ;\ and 
why, but becauſe the Effect ceaſes as ſoon as 
the Cauſe is remov'd. ' We | 

It is admitted the Engliſb are by Nature jea- 
lous of their Superiors; perhaps they-are- more 
ſo of Foreigners than they have Cauſe, or 
ought to be. They love their Prince with- 
out Meaſure, and would ingroſs all his Love 
in return.“ This may be thought unreaſon- 
able; and yet it cannot be thought blameable 
in a People ſo willing and ready to ſacrifice 
their Lives and Fortunes for their Prince as 
we ate, to wiſh to be the ſole Ingroſſers of 
the Royal Heart. Had our auguſt Monarch 
no Dominions but ſuch as hold of the Crown 
which we moſt willingly preſented his Royal 
Family with: Had he no Subjects but what 
ow'd Allegiance to the Imperial Diadem he 
wears, there would, there could be no room 
for Fealouſy, His Meaſures would be liable 
to no Miſconſtruction; his Miniſters would 
fall under no Cenſure for purſuing a ſeparate 
Intereſt : In ſhort, none of the Quarrels fore d 
upo us would be imputed to a foreign Con- 
cern, a foreign Intereſt. eic 43 
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Here then, Sir, is my Specifick, I am 


humbly of Opinion the Cauſe ſhould be re- 


moved that the Effect may ceaſe. . Hanover, 
in my Judgment, is the Cauſe of that Jaun- 


dice which the People ſeem to haye been 


ſeiz'd with for a Series of Years, If his Ma- 


jeſty would condeſcend to part with it, there 


would be an End of Fealouſy, no Traces of 


the Diſeaſe. would remain. It could find no 


Cranny to lurk in, as every Heart here would 
be engrols'd with Love, Love untinctured, 
unmixed with Tealouſy and Diſtruſt, We 
of this Society are of Opinion, there is not at 
preſent ſo much as a colourable Pretext for 
either. But, alas! Sir, will Jealouſy admit of 
Reaſon or Argument? Is it not a Jaundice of 
the Mind, which diſcolours the faireſt Ob- 


jects? As well might one argue with a Lunatic, 


as with a jealous Perſon, Therefore, that 
this preying Diſtemper may ceaſe, ſhould be 
the Wiſh and Deſire of all good Subjects; and 
that the Cauſe which created and feeds it, 
might be remov'd, ſhould be the humble Sup- 


plication of all who wiſh his Majeſty and his 


Royal Progeny to reign for ever unrivall'd in 
the Hearts of all Britons. 
Tis admitted that the Cęſion I humbly con- 


tend for is of high Conſequence and Impor- 
tance. Tis giving away for ever a ſplendid; 


ancient Patrimony ; a cheriſh'd, a favourite, 


a beloved Patrimony, the Place of Birth. But 
who but great Princes are capable of making 


great 
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great Sacrifices? Who but the Great and- Ex- 
alted are capable of great and generous Acti- 
ons? Who but Kings have Souls to deal out 
Royal Gifts? If it appear neceſſary that the 
Sacrifice be made; if it appear the Deſire of 
all loyal Britons, who would ſhed every Drop 
of their Blood in Defence of their Prince; if it 
appear for the Intereſt of his Majeſty himſelf 
and his Royal Family; if it appear that the 
Ceſſion would root up the Fealouſ of the Sub- 
ject, increaſe and perpetuate the mutual Hap- 
pinꝭſs of the Prince and People, and by Con- 
ſequence, render the Nation richer and more 

formidable than ever, his Majeſty the power- 
fulleſt and beſt- beloved Prince in the World: 
If, I ſay, it appear that theſe and many more 
Benefits would naturally reſult from a Ceffior 
of the Electorate, why ſhould we doubt of th 
Royal Condeſcenſion? 775 

| aa may be a fine Country, much finer, 
perhaps, and richer than it was thirty Years 
ago, but {till it falls far ſhort of theſe King- 
doms in Beauty and Value. The Subjects 
there may be zealous, loyal, and affectionate, 
but they cannot be more fo, than we have 
lately ſhewn ourſelves to be. They may have 
been more cheriſh'd, but they could not have 
been more deſerving. They might be willing 
indeed to give their ALL, like the Corporation 
of Totneſs ſome Years ago, but that ALL was 


> a Mite compar'd with what we gave; and our 


ALL, of infinite Value, was at his Majeſty's 
N i Ser- 
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Service, Herringbauſen may be a fine Sum- 
mer Reſidence, but can it be better ſituated 
than Windſor or Hampton-Court ? The Palace 


indeed may be more beautiful, coſtly, and 


richer furniſh'd, but what can the Superiority 
be owing to, but to the Wealth and Opulency 
of the Nation, for whoſe future Happineſs the 
Ce/ſion is thought neceſſary? ' 

A Propenſity to the Place of one's Nativity 
is natural; but if it be neceſſary to quit it for 
ſome time, which has been the Caſe, a Reſo- 
lution of quitting it for ever, may become as 
neceſſary, If then it ſhould appear to his Ma- 
jeſty, that ſuch a Reſolution ſhould be taken 
at this time, who can ſay, who dare ſay, that 
he won't take it? Is he not the Father of his 
People here? Has he not all along approv'd 


himſelf to be a tender Parent? Have not theſe 


his political Children behav'd towards him with 
the moſt unbounded Generoſity? Have they 
not confirm'd to him, lately, their Zeal and 


Affection? If theſe Things be ſo; if he be, as. 


'tis known he is, that kind, indulgent Parent ; 
if we be thoſe dutiful, grateful Children; if 


theſe be unconteſted Truths and Facts, why 


ſhall we doubt that the Royal Heart will bend 


to procure us Peace, Safety, Plenty, and Sa- 


tisfaction? 


Taking it for granted, that we may reckon. | 
upon the Royal Indulgence, if it appear that 


a Ceſſion of Hanover be neceſſary for pro- 
curing and perpetuating the Tranquillity and 


Hap» 


* r 
Happi 1eſs of theſe Nations, I ſhall endeavour 
to the'w, that theſe happy Conſequences can- 
not reſult from it unleſs it be made to the 
Pretender, This may ſound harſh in the Ears 
of the youthful, the heedleſs and undiſcerning, 
but in ſo experienc'd, venerable an Aſſembly 
as this, the Propoſition muſt neceſſarily meet 
with Applauſe and Approbation, if it appear 
founded on ſound and ſelf- evident Principles. 

Many of our Society remember the Reſfo- 
ration, and the youngeſt among us were ar- 
riv'd at Manhood, and capable of Reflection, 
when: our Patriots brought about the late Re- 
volution. We all can call to mind the Happi- 
neſs of thoſe Days, when Trade flouriſh'd, 
unclogg'd, unreſtrain'd, and unincumber'd ; 
when we had no Standing Army to pay, nor 
to awe us; when we had no Army of Drones 
employ'd in the Collection of various and im- 
menſe Taxes, unknown to our Anceſtors, and 
to us, till of late ; when we had few or no Pe- 
nal Laws ; when we had few Penſioners to 
pay ; when the Civil Liſt Revenue was ſmall, 
and the Article of Secret Service unknown; 
when we ow'd no Debts; when we had no 
Quarrels upon our Hands; had nothing, or ve- 
ry little to do with the Continent ; when, in 
ſhort, we had no Intereſt in View, but that of 
Britain, nor nothing to mind but our own 
Aﬀairs, | } 
Theſe are Facts, which we all remember; 
Truths which none can deny. Nor is it leſs 
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known tous, and evident to the whole People, 
that the pleaſing alluring Scene is alter d. We 
are more ſenſible of the Alteration' than the 
Means by which'it was wrought. But need a 
Man be advanc'd to our Years in order to know 
that all our Impediments, Cloggs, Reſtraints, 
Expences, Debts, Taxes, Coercive Laws, Fears, 
Dreads and Panics; need a Man, I ſay, be of 
our ſtanding, to know that this great Change 
in our Condition is ſolely owing to the Preten- 
der and his Father? | | 
To keep out King James II. we ſpent above 
100 Millions, in King William's Reign, beſides 
getting about 20 Millions in Debt. In Queen 
Anne's Reign we ſpent no leſs a Sum, and got 
above 30 Millions more in Debt. In the late 
Reign we did not indeed encreaſe our Debts, 
hut they were not leſſen' d, and we made a 
ſhift to raiſe above 80 Millions upon the Sub- 
zect, tho' we were, or might have been at Peace 
with all the World. In the preſent Reign, we 
have rais'd about 150 Millions on the Subjects, 
and am much afraid our public Debt is already 
_ encreas'd from 50 to 70 Millions. I don't take 
upon me to be exact in my Calculations, hav- 
ing neither Leiſure nor Inclination for this ſort - 
of Study, but when the vaſt out-ſtanding Ac- 
counts of the Navy, and others, are brought in 
and made up, I fear our Debts would fall yery 

little ſhort of 70 Millions even at this Hour, 
On the other Hand, if it be conſider'd, what 
an Ocean of human Blood has been ſpilt; that 
near 


near half'a Million of uſeful Hands have been 
- ſnatch'd from the Commonwealth during our 
Conteſts ſince the Revolution, it may be ſup- 
pos d that we loſt as many Millions otherwiſe 
as we expended to keep out this ſame Preten- 
der, whom I am for getting rid of for ever, by 
making it his Intereſt never to trouble us, nor 
ſo much as attempt to ſet up a Claim to theſe 
Kingdoms, i N _ 
What has been, may not only be, but will 
very probably be hereafter. As all our Loſſes, 
Taxes, Debts, Impediments ; all our Troubles 
and Misfortunes ſince the Revolution to this 
Time, were owing to our Dread of the Pre- 
tender, may we not naturally ſuppoſe, that 
the ſame Dread will hang upon us for the 
Time to come? The ſame Cauſe ſubſiſting, 
the fame Effect may be expected. And · I be- 
lieve it will be granted, that we are now in a 
far worſe Condition than heretofore, to ſupport 
ſo vaſt an Expence as our Dread of this Com- 
petitor oblig'd us to for the Time paſt. My 
Study therefore has been, how to get rid of this 
Dread, of this expenſive Panic, which has in- 
volv'd us, I may fay, ſunk us almoſt to De- 
pair. 11 ite ces 
Caan it be faid, that the Expreſſion is unapt, 
however harſh and uncouth, when the preſent; 
unpleaſing Situation of our Affairs is conſider d? 
Flanders Tok, the Dutch brought to the Brink 
of Ruin, the King of Sardinia forc'd to ſubmit: 
to the Houſe of Bourbon, the Houſe of Auſtria - 


com- 
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compell'd to yield up 1raly, Silefia and the Ne- 

therlands, that of Saxony as well as that of Au- 
ſtria forc d to bow to Pruſſia, become unal- 
terably an Ally to France. Add hereunto the 
Proſpect here at home. Credit at a low Ebb, 
Trade and Induſtry at a ſtand, Money ſcarce, 
Luxury, Irreligion, and Immorality encreafing, 
much Murmur and Diſcontent, Invaſions hour- 
ly expected from abroad, and torn and diſtract- 
ed by a dangerous Rebellion at home. What 
can create Deſpair, if ſuch a Situation as ours 
at preſent does not ? Yet, deſperate as the Diſ- 
eaſe is, tis not incurable. The Pretender may 
be ſaid to be this dangerous Diſeaſe, which re- 
quires an immediate Cure, as he occaſions that 
Dread which has occaſion'd all our Troubles 
and Woes, and let me ſay, all the preſent Trou- 
bles and Woes of our Allies—But to the Cure 
of our Diſcaſe. 

The Pretender being the Origine of all our 
Woes, tis become our Intereſt to get fairly rid 
of him, and his Family for ever. The Thing 
is of abſolute Neceſſity, you'll ſay; tis meet 
and eligible, but how to be brought about and 
accompliſh'd ? Why thus, by making it worth 
his while to be quiet himſelf, and let us be ſo 
too. A Sum of Money won't anſwer the Pur- 
poſe, for his eldeſt Son has taſted of Sovereign- 
ty, and we are not to ſuppoſe that he will be 
brought to renounce, for himſelf and his Heirs, 
all Claim to theſe Nations, unleſs he can live 

with 


. 
with l e out of Italy, a Country he is faid 
to have reſolv'd never to return to. 

In order then to get rid of this cable 
Family, by contenting them, my humble Pro- 
poſal would be, to ſupplicate his Majeſty, to 
make them an ample and formal Ceſſion of his 
Electorate, on Condition the Pretender and his 
Sons renounce for ever all Claim to theſe 
Kingdoms. Theſe Renunciations to be gua- 

ranty'd” by all the Powers of Europe, and * 
ticularly by the Empire. 

I believe it won't be doubted, that the Pre- 
tender and his Sons would gladly embrace ſuch 
an Offer : It can't be imagin'd they would re- 
fuſe ſuch a high and ſplendid Dignity as that 
of Elector of the Holy Roman Empire; it can't 
be ſuppos'd they would refuſe ſuch a Domi- 
nion as the EleCtorate of Hanover, producing 
above 200,000 J. Sterling annually; it can't, I 
ſay, be thought that the Stuart Family would 
wave an Offer of ſuch Subſtance for a Sha- 
dow. No, no; the Bait is too alluring to be 

withſtood. Hanover, i improv'd,enrich'd and em- 
belliſh d, as it 1 at preſent, is too tempting to be 
refus'd; the Gift is of too great Value, even 
ſuppoling all the vaſt Treaſure there ſhould be 
brought back whence it was taken, not to be 
accepted of, We will therefore conclude the 
Pretender and his Sons would acquieſce for e- 
ver, in Conſideration of ſo valuable a Ceſſion. 

Let us now ſee, if it would not be the In- 
tereſt of our Royal Family, to get rid of theſe 
troubleſome Competitors, even at the * 
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of Ceding theſe foreign [Dpminions to them for 
ever. That it would be the Intereſt of Bri- 
tons to get rid of theſe Pretenders, is beyond 
all Doubt. They have occaſion'd all our Miſ- 
fortunes for the Time paſt, nor can we hope - 
to recover, or be Great or Flouriſhing for the 
future, unleſs we are eas'd of that Dread which 
hangs upon us. | LED 

By the Ceſſion, our Royal Family might 
loſe a Revenue cf 200,000 J. a Year ; we will 
make it up to them by adding ſo much to the 
preſent Civil Liſt Revenue. They might fear 
to loſe their Weight in Germany, by Ceding 
the Electorate. On the contrary, their Influ- 
ence in Germany, and elſewhere, would en- 
_ creaſe with their Power, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily augment, as the Jealouſy of the People 
here ſubſided, and their Wealth encreas'd. 

But it may be urg'd, that if the Stuarts 
were ſettled at Hanover, they might, notwith- 
ſtanding Renunciations, give us Diſquiet by 
future Attempts of Invaſions. The Guaran- 
ties propos'd to be obtain'd, and particularly 
that of the Empire, would be a certain Secu- 
rity for their good Behaviour. And beſides, 
that the Electorate may have no Communica- 
tion with the Sea, I would propoſe reſtoring 
Bremen and Verden back to Sweden, from 
whom they had been forcibly torn. By a 
Ceſſion of theſe Dutchies, we recover and ſe- 
cure the Friendſhip of a powerful Nation, who 
would at all times be a Check on the Stuarts, 

ſhould they imprudently attempt Es. 54 
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Compaſts, But it is improbable they would 
ever ma ke any ſuch Attempt, ſeeing they could 
have no Communication with the Sea; that 
they could not poſſibly be ſupported by France 
or Spain, and that they could hope for no 


Friends 
making ſolemn Renunciations. 


By the Ce/jion here humbly propos'd, we 


or Abettors in theſe Nations, af:er 


4 


ſhould not only get rid of the Stuart Family 
for evet, and conſequently of that Dread, 
Which occaſion'd ſo enormous an Expence 
ſince the Revolution, but likewiſe of that Fea- 
louſy, which may have hung on the Minds of 
Britons ſince the Acceſſion. Why ſhall we at- 
tempt hiding a Sore, which has appear'd, more 
or leſs, in all Orders of our People, fince his 
late Majeſty's firſt Journey to Hanover? They 
are not, they cannot be the King's Friends, 
who would ſkin over this Sore, We are by 
Nature a jealous People, more ſo, perhaps, of 
our Governors than other Nations. We have 
beſides a natural Contempt for Foreigners, 
We love our Prince, and his Royal Family, 
without meaſure, being from Nature unlimit- 
ed and unbounded in all our Affections and 
Paſſions. If then this Portraiture be reſem- 
bling, what Wonder is it, that we ſhould be 
Jealous of our Prince, while he has foreign 
Dominions, which he may have an Inclination 
to viſit every Year? It would be rather a Won- 
der, if we were not Fealous. We ſhould act 


out of Character, if we did not murmur at 
F 2 \ thoſe 
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thoſe annual Royal Peregrinations. We ſhould _ 


ceaſe to be Eng/i/hmen, did we not ſuppoſe a 
Partiality in favour of our Fellow - Subjects of 
Hanover. We ſhould ceaſe to be what we are, 
a ſuſpicious, jealous, reſenting Nation, if we did 
not impute all our Misfortunes ſince the Ac- 
ceſſion, particularly fince the Death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. to a Prejudice in favour 
of the Electorate. 

It would be a Vanity to attempt palliating 
the Matter A Fealouſy on account of Fano- 
ver is utter'd by every Tongue, and viſible in 
every Eye. The King's warmeſt and beſt 
Friends and Subjects, are the loudeſt on the 
Head. . As their Love is ſtrongeſt, their Con- 
cern is deepeſt. They own the Propenſity or 
Partiality they complain of, to be natural, 
They don't complain of it as a Fault or Error, 
tho' they lament, that ſuch natural Partiality 
ſhould obſtruct their ingroſſing wholly the 
Royal Mind to themſelves, _ 

Let us then, like loyal Subjects and faithful 
Friends, own a Fealoufy which affects ſo near- 
ly our auguſt Prince, and his Royal Family. 
It would be Madneſs to go about diſguiſing 
what 1s viſible to all the World. The Queſtion. 
therefore ought not to be, whether. we be in- 
fected, but how to remove the Infection. But, 
Sir, without removing the Cauſe, as has been 
hinted before, can it be hop'd the Effect will 
ceale ? If Hanover then be that Cauſe, can we 
_ hope the Meet, that is, the Jealouſy ariſing 


from 
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from his Majeſty 8 Poſſeſſion of it, will ceaſe, 


till it get into other Hands ? 

On this plain and natural Suppoſition, that 
our Fealouſy will continue as long as our 
Royal Family poſſeſs foreign Dominions, we 


may conclude that the joint Intereſt of the 


Prince and People require that a Ceſſion of Ha- 
nover be inade to ſome other Family. The 
only Doubt then that can remain, is, to whom 
ought the Ceſian to be made? The King of 
Pruſſia is a near Relation; the Ceſſion of fo 


great and contiguous a Territory, would not 
only add to the Strength of the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, but bid fair for regaining the Friendſhip 


and Confidence of that powerful Prince, and 
detaching him from France. Therefore i is he 
intitled to the Preference before all others. 
Another will fay, if Hanover is to be given 
away, who ſhould have it but the Duke of 


Cumberlanil, who deſerves ſo well of his Royal 


Father and the Public, and who has not, nor 
can have any Settlement of Territory made up- 
on him within theſe Realms. 

I ſhould have no Objection to the Ceding 
Hanover to the Houſe of Brandenburg, if it 
had not evidently been the joint Intereſt of our 
Royal Family, and theſe Nations, to prefer 
that of Stuart. But as for his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke, I conſent, with all my Heart, that 
he have Ir»land or Scotland ſettled upon him, 
if the Legiſlature agree to it. I think no Gift 
too valuable for him, no 0 eee equal to 
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his Merit ; but whatever is given him, I am of 
Opinion ſhould not be out of the Britiſb Em- 

ire. We were like to be undone formerly, 
by our Princes having Territories on the Con- 


 tinent, and we are jealous that our preſent 


Misfortunes have a ſimilar Foundation. Was 
Hanover ceded to the Duke, our Jealouſy 
would ſtill ſubſiſt, as the Cauſe would be only 
ſhifted from one Hand of the ſame. Family to 
another, but not remov'd. We have ſeen how 
the different Branches of the Houſe of Auſtria 
aided each other, and were always involv'd to- 
gether, We ſee thoſe of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon ſupporting each other, and being involv'd 
together. The like Friendſhip may, very pro- 
bably would, ſubſiſt between the different 
Branches of our Royal Houſe, Therefore may 
we Engliſhmen naturally dread being involy'd 
in all the future Brangles and 2 T which 
the younger Branch of our Royal Family may 
bring upon itſelf. 

We have or ought to have been ſurfeited 


with Conteſts on the Continent fince the 


Revolution, Our Trade and Situation forbid 
our meddling, otherwiſe than by Mediation, 
in the Diſputes of the Powers on the Conti- 


nent: But while our Royal Family have Ter- 


ritories on the Continent, we cannot poſſibly 
be Neuters in the Conteſts of theſe Powers. 
Here is one Cauſe of our Fealouſy ; the next 
is Partiality, which Engliſhmen will always 
| 7 5 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe to be in favour of Hanoverians, while 
both People have the ſame Maſter. 

I am not arguing for the Rectitude of our 
Fealouſy, I endeavour only to prove the Exiſt- 
_ ence of the Diſeaſe, and offer a Remedy. We 

were jealous of King William, and our Fealou- 
Y grew up” at laſt to that height, that it be- 
came troubl:ſome, I may ſay intolerable to that 
great Prince, It became vexatious even to our 
ſelves, but the Diſeaſe was incurable while that 
Prince held the Stadtholderſhip of Holland, 
and took Delight in often viſiting his native 
Country. We were jealous that all our Ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure in King William's 
Reign, was owing to Partiality to the Inte- 
reſts of the Republic of Holland. But we 
ſhould never have thought fo, if he had no 
Territory ch the Continent, or a private and 
perſonal Intereſt foreign to that of theſe Na- 
tions. Our Fealouſy on that account may 
have been unjuſtifiable ; our Jealouſy of the 
late King, probably was no better founded; 
our preſent Fealouſy may have no Foundation 
at all. But, as I ſaid before, there is no Co- 
lour but Yellow appears to a jaundic'd Eye. 
Let the Diſeaſe be cur'd, and Objects will ap- 
pear what they really are. But is the Diſcaſe, 
that is, the Effect, to ceaſe without removing 
the Cauſe ? It cannot without an Inverſion of 
the ordinary Laws of Nature. 
If it be true then, that the Cauſe of our 


Tealouſy i is no otherwiſe to be remov'd than by 
2754 | a 
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a Ceſion of Hanover; and if it be likewiſe 
true, that this Ceſfion, made to any other but 
the Pretender, won't anſwer the Purpoſe or 
Views of either the Prince or People. If again 


it be true, that by ſuch a Ceſſion we are like- 


ly to get entirely cur'd of our Fealouſy, and 
45 rid of the Pretender for ever; ſhould this, 
i ſay, appear to our common Parent in the 
Light it does to me, we have all the Reaſon in 
the World to hope he will lend a condeſcend- 
ing Ear to the humble Supplication of his Peo- 
le. 
« But it may be ſaid, that all Conſiderations 
on this Head are ſuperfluous and unneceſlary 
at preſent, as the Rebellion is now at an End. 
No Subject the King has here, or even at Ha- 


nover, wiſhes more ardently the Extinction of 
the Rebellion than I do. We of this venerable 
Society have aided more than any Set of Men 


in the Nation, towards putting an End to our 
Confuſions. But, Sir, arduouſly as we wiſh 
the Rebellion to be at an End, we cannot fo 
ſhut up the Eyes of our Underſtanding, as not. 
to ſee that it ſtill ſubſiſts; as not to fear that 


1t only recoils, like the Roman Pattering-Ram, 


to advance again with greater Vehemence, 
Force and Danger. We fear France is engag' d 
by Treaty, and willing to ſupport the Preten- 
der; and we no leſs fear, that her Conqueſt 
of the Netherlands, and her Peace with Sardi- 
nia, will enable and ſpirit her more than ever, 
to perform her * 


I 
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0 am bot therefore, Sir, for vainly flattering | 
myſelf, that the Pretender and France will let. 
us be quiet; even ſhould his Royal Highneſs, 
the Dake, be able to force the Son and Ally 
out of Scotland. And even ſhould we, for the 
fake of drawing Breath, after ſo expenſive a 
Carreer as we have run fince the breaking out 
of the preſent War, agree to an unſafe, even an 
ignominzous Peace, how ſhall our Condition 
be bette d? That we can't hope for a good 
and honourable Peace, is indiſputable, if Mat- 
ters donyt greatly mend both at home and a- 
broad. Such a Peace, as we have any Right, 
to hope or in our preſent Situation, being in its 
oven Nuture precarious, muſt probably, nay, 
neceſſarily produce new and ſudden Miſchiefs 
and Confuſions. Thus again may we expect 
to be oblig'd to launch out ſoon into an Ocean 
of new Troubles and Expences, - Momentary, 
Expedients may be thought on and approv'd, 
as in the . cola Adminiſtration; ourWounds | 
may wa d over by ſome State Quack for a, 

; but alas! all this will but harry on our, 
Ruin more ſwiftly and certainly. The Dread of 
Invaſions, Commotions, in ſhort, of the Pre- 
tender, will ſtill prey aon us, agd obſtruct our 
Happineſs. 

But ſuppoſing we ſhould. over- reach France I 
in the 6 abinet, which would be ſome N ovelty, 
and lure her into an honourable Peace; ſu 
poſe ve ſhould be able to dictate to that — 
y Cr vn, as we did at Utrecht, how long 
1 . could 
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could we hope to be at Peace with her? Or 


even did a Peace exiſt between us and France, 


ſhould we not ſtill be oblig'd to continue a 


vaſt Expence, as we did from the Acceſſion 
down to the breaking out of the preſent War, 
tho” all that long Period of Time we were at 
Peace? | 
In ſhort, there ſeems to be no Remedy a- 
gainſt impending Evils, Evils ariſing from a 
Dread of the Pretender, but by the Means 
humbly propos'd by my Scheme. No Peace 
can ſecure us from the Dread which hangs 
upon us; nor no Security that France can give 
us, will wear off this Dread; and while it re- 
mains, our Expence muſt continue. There- 
fore if we would be eaſy; if we would ſee an 
End to our Extravagance and Expence; if we 
would pet rid of a ſtanding Army, if we would 
purſue and extend our Trade, if we would en- 
courage Induftry, if we would be eas'd of 
Taxes, if we would wiſh to ſee our Debts diſ- 


charg d, if we would be cur'd of our Fealouſy 


of our Royal Family on account of their foreign 
Dominions, if we would reſtrain future Mini- 
fters from paying Court, by the Purſuit of a 
foreign Intereſt, at the Expence of theſe Na-. 
tions; if, in fine, we would with to be c 


ourſelves, and raiſe our Prince to the Pinacle of 


human Power, Greatneſs and Glory, we muft 
find out ſome Means of drawing off the Pre- 
render and his Sons from the Purſuit of their 
pretended Claim to our Imperial Crown. With- 


out 


”. 
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out this Precaution, without laying this Foun- 

dation, I fear we ſhall build in vain. Ang, 
need I repeat it, is there any Means fo likely 
for weaning the Stuarts from their Pretenſions ; 
is there any Compenſation we can make, fo 
likely to be accepted by them as the Ceffion I 
humbly: propoſe ; is there, in ſhort, any Me- 
thod more eligible for laying our Fears, Dread, 
and Fealoufies ? If there be, I with ſome Pa- 
triot Pen would point it out to us, it being with 
the utmoſt Reluctancy, that I find myſelf o- 
blig'd to propoſe any Equivalent for the Renun- 
ciation of the Stuarts. But, Sir, until ſome 
better Expedient than mine appears, let me be 
indulg'd in pointing out ſome of the Advantages 
that would naturally accrue from the Execution 
of my Scheme: The Diſadvantages to be ap- 
prehended from the Non-Execution of it, will 
naturally unfold themſelves in the Enumera- 
don.”\ | 


I ſuppoſe the Pretender and his Sons would 
embrace the Offer of the propoſed Ceſion, un- 
der any Reſtrictions and Conditions that ſhould = 
be thought proper; and I ſuppoſe likewiſe 
that his Majeſty's Subjects here would willing- 
ly make him any Compenſation which he him 
ſelf ſhould propoſe for his Royal Condeſcen- 
ſion. On theſe Suppoſitions I build my Scheme; 
and by the Execution of it we might naturally 

to get rid of thoſe two Paſſions which have 
hitherto actuated our Minds with great Vehe- 
mence. Fear and Jealay are thoſe w_ 


N 
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[ of the Mind that have obſtructed our Happi- 

neſs for the Time paſt, and muſt for ever have 
the ſame Effect, while they continue to lord it 
over us ſo deſpotically as they have done hi- 
therto. 

To deny that we have Fear'd to deny that 
we have been Jealbus, would be to ſwerve 
from the moſt evident and notorious Truths. 
Our Debts, Taxes, and Penal Laws prove the 
firſt, and the conſtant Oppoſition in Parlia- 
ment, ſince the Acceſſion, proves the latter. 
If we had not Fear'd, why have we Tax'd 
ourſelves, not only infinitely beyond any thing 
known to our wiſe and happy Anceſtors, but 
to the moſt burden'd Nations of Europe? 
What was it but our Fears that induc'd us ſo 
to exceed annually our ordinary, and even ex- 
traordinary Revenue, as to accumulate the 
enormous Debt we owe, and labour under? 

And could any thing but our Fears put us up- 
on coining ſo many new Oaths, and inventing 
ſo many coercive Laws, with a View to the 
Security of our Liberties? _ 

Need | bring Proofs of our Yealouſy, before 
this Aſſembly, among whom there are ſo ma- 
ny who had endeavour d to lay it, by refuting 
the Arguments made uſe of in Support of it, 
by the Orators and Writers of the Oppoſition 

in Sir Robert gare long Adminiſtration? 
Is it neceſſary to produce a thouſand Pam- 
pblits, as many Speeches, and as many Volumes 
of 1 * * weekly and daily Lu- 

3% cubrations, 


2 . 
cubrations, as would furniſh out a genteel Li- 
brary, to uu ve, not only that the Nation were 
Jealbu of a foreign ſeparate Intereſt, but had 
Reaſon for being ſo? I aſſure myſelf, that a 
more regular and minute Proof of our Fealou- 
ſy would be unneceſſary; and therefore ſhall 
proceed to the Enquiry I propos'd, by takin 
: curſory View of n likely to — 
crue from the Execution, and the Diſadvan- 
trages, likely to ariſe from the Non-Execution 

of the Scheme I propoſe. ob. 


, 


Loe, us not deny Truths known to the whole 
World, We have fear'd, and our Fears o- 
blig'd us to ſtoop to the Burdens flung upon us 
by Miniſters, who play'd upon our Fears, made 
their Court, and rais'd Fortunes and Families 
at the public Expence. What was this Fear? 
whence did it proceed ? Was it not from a 
Dread of the Pretender and his Family ? The 
Caſe is too plain, the Fact too notorious to be 
deny d. We were jealous all King William's 
Reign, and have been ſo ever ſince the Acceſ- 
on, It would be as ridiculous as vain, to de- 
ny the Exiſtence of our Fealouſy even at this 
Hour. The more immediate Dangers of the 
Rebellion may have blunted, for a while, the 
- keenneſs of os Paſſion, but it ſtill lurks with- 
in, and probably will break out with redoubled 

Force, whenever our Commotions ceaſe. 
If the Ceſſion of Hanover, as humbly con- 
. tended for by my Propoſal, produces Renun- 
ciations, Guaranties, and all ſuch other Securi- 
ties, 
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ties, as ſhall be deem'd neceſſary towards allay- 


ing our Fears of the Pretender and his De- 
ſcendants, why ſhould we doubt, that our 
Dread of the Power and Ambition of France 
would ceaſe of courſe? Tis notorious, that 
before the Revolution we had no ſuch Dread 
of France as to occaſion any extraordinary Ex- 


pence; and why, but from an Apprehenſion 


that ſhe would, on occaſion, ſupport the Preten- 
ſions of the Stuarts, have we ſpent ſuch im- 
menſe Treaſure to humble her? Therefore, to 

get rid of the Pretender, is undoubtedly getting 
rid of our Dread of France, which has coſt 
us near Four hundred Millions ſince the Revo- 
lution, The Pretender being the original 
Cauſe, there is no denying, that the Efe& will 
ceaſe, which is our Dread of France, as ſoon 


as his Renunciations ſhall have cancell'd —_ 


| — 


It being then ſuppos d, chat our Fears of the 


Pretender and France will ſubſide by a Ceſſion 
of the Electorate, we may — ſuppoſe, 


that the far greateſt Part of our Expence will 
ceaſe, that conſequently moſt of our Taxes, 
affecting Trade and Induſtry, will ceaſe, and 
that in general our Condition and Circum- 
ſtances will be meliorated. 
If our Fears of the Stuarts and France fub- 2 


ſide, there can be no Colour for a Standing 


Army, ſuch a Military Force as is purely ne- 
ceſſary for Guards and Garriſons not deſerving 


the odious — Without an Army the 


wickedeſt 


; er, 


by 
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wickedeſt Miniſter, won't dare attempt openly 
upon tur Liberties; and all the 2 
private Practices of Miniſters muſt neceflarily- 
ceaſe if they want the Means of Corruption, 
vrhich are Places and Pen/ions. As our Taxes 
will be few, when our Expence is but ſmall, 
the Number of Places, now multiply d by our 
Taxes, can't be many; nor can Miniſters dole 
away public Money in Penſions, when the Re- 
venue will be brought into a narrow Com 
as it muſt on the vaſt Reduction of the Na- 
tional Expence. | 
It has been urg'd, that the ene ies of | 
the Crown is leſſen d fince the Revolution. 
But if by Prerogative, Power is meant, I fear 
the Miniſterial Champions are miſtaken, or 
would impoſe upon the Public. The prodi- 
gious Encreaſe of our Debts and Taxes, ſince 
the Revolution, has created a Power far great- 
more dangerous in the Hands of a cor- 
rupt Miniſtry, than was known before that 
Ara, or could poſhbly reſult from any Prero- 
oative. confeſs'd in the Crown, But this vaſt - 
Power will ceaſe, or at leaſt decreaſe, in Pro- 
portion to the Decreaſe of 'Debts, Taxes, and 
Expence. So that, to conſider the Security of 
our Religion and Liberties, there ſeems no 
Means fo likely to perpetuate them, and. pre- 
vent the — 7 of daring Miniſters a8 
the ion propos d. N 
As to the Improvement of Trade, which 
wan be the darling Object of Engliſomen, 
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it muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch 
a Reduction of Expence and Taxes, as muſt 
reſult from our dreading no longer either the Y 
Pretender or France. Before the Encreaſe of 
our Taxes, that is, before the Revolution, we 


had an ample, extended, lucrative. Trade, en- 
vy'd indeed by the Dutch, but unrivall'd by 


7 850 them. or any other Nation. And why were 


we then in Poſſeſſion of ſo vaſt a foreign Com- 
merce, but becauſe we were able, by the Ch 
neſs of Labour, to under-ſell the Dutch at all 
the Markets of the World. But why have we 
loſt that Benefit? Why has our Trade, that is, 
the principal Article of it, the Moollen Manu- 
Facfure, decreas'd annually ſince the Revolu- 
tion? Becauſe the annual Encreaſe of Taxes, 
conſtantly and neceffarily enhancing the Price 
of Labour, we have not been able to furniſh 
foreign Markets with our Manufactures as 
cheap as formerly, or as cheap as other e f 
Nations. 
It being certain then, that the Decay of our 
Trade has ſprung from the Encreaſe of our 
Taxes, tis evident, that we can never hope to 
retrieve it but by a Reduction of all ſuch Taxes 
as affect the Poor and Induſtrious. But ſuch 
a Reduction will be impracticable, without a 
very conſiderable Reduction of our Expence, 
which can never be brought about while we 
are in Dread of France and the Pretender. 
Therefore the Ceſſion of Hanover, as it would 
content the Pretender, and conſequently. era-. 
| ' dicate 


[57 ] 
dicate our Dread of France, would be the cer- 
tain, and can be the only Means of retrieving 
vur Trade, and enabling us to beat the Dutch, 
French, and all other Nations, out of the 
Woollen, Manufucture. 


An 
quence a Decreaſe of our Taxes, and a De- 
creaſe ot our Expence, will naturally enable us 
to pay off gradually the National Debt, which 
however immenſe it be, may be diſcharg'd al- 
moſt imperceptibly in a Courſe of thirty Years, 
if the Cauſe of our Dread of France and the 
Stuarts' be remov'd. But as this Dread muſt 
always ſubſiſt while any of that Family are liv- 
ing, if /1ot brought to renounce their Preten- 
ſions to this Crown, as propos'd by my Scheme, 


'tis manifeſt that without a Ceſſion of Hanover, 


we can never expect to ſee even a Reduction, 
much leſs an entire Diſcharge of our vaſt Na- 
tional Incumbrance. 


It can't be deny'd, that the Ce/ſion humbly 
contended for, would be a Means, and probably 


the only that can be imagin'd for rooting up our 
unhappy Jealouſy of our Royal Family on ac- 
count of Hanover, As the Malady ſubſiſts, and 


will ve.y likely not only fubſiſt to the End of 


Time, but encreaſe, while the Royal Family 


hold Territories independent of this Crown, 


methinks it would be no bad Policy to remove 

in time the Cauſe of a Diſeaſt, which may prove 
extremely dangerous, if permitted to ſpread and 
encreaſe. 
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ncreaſe of our Wealth, the Conſe- 
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The Ceſſon of the Electorate will likewiſe 
cure the public Jealouſy of Miniſters, who have 
all, fince the Acceſſion, more or leſs, been ſu- 
ſpeed of making their Court, and paving their 
way to Power, by purſuing an Intereſt altoge- 
ther foreign, and inconſiſtent with that of theſe 
Kingdoms. But when the Royal Family ſhall 
have Ceded their foreign Dominions, all ſuch 
unnatural, injurious Purſuits muſt neceſſarily 
ceaſe. Therefore (was it but to fix and confine 
future Miniſters to the Purſuit of One, natural 
Intereſt only) it were to be wiſh'd the Cauſe 
would be remov'd, which has hitherto been ſu- 
ſpected to have ſplit their Duty and Attention. 

Thus, Sir, have I looſely ſet before you, and 
this venerable Aſſembly, the Benefits naturally 
reſulting from the Ceſſion of Hanover to the Pre- 
tender. If they appear to you as natural, viſible, 
and important as they do to me, I doubt not you 
will incline to agree with me, that without ſuch 
a Ceſſion, we run a Riſk of going on, as we have 
for half a Century paſt, declining in Power and 
Virtue, till we dwindle, like greater, antient Na- 
tions, to Meanneſs and Obſcurity. 

An entire Extirpation of the Highlanders of 
Scotland has been propos d by one of our Mem- 
bers, as a Means for preventing future Rebellions. 
Another of our venerable Members, diſtinguiſh'd 
by an uncommon Zeal, propos'd tranſplanting 
the whole Scotch Nation, on a Suppoſition they 
are all, more or leſs, tinctur'd with m. A 
Third, thought it more eligible to baniſh all Pa- 


2 


a 


piſts kann theſe Kingdoms for ever. A Fourth 
added the Nonjurors, alledging they were no leſs 
dangerous than the Papiſts. One Gentleman 
went further than either of theſe ; he propos d 
the Payment of our Debts by a Sale of all the 
Livings of the Clergy, and the taking away all 
their Power, as a Means to ſtifle for ever the 
Spirit of Rebellion among us. A Fifth propos d 
the Introduction of- Hanoverian Troops into all 
the Fortreſſes of the united Kingdom. A Sixth 
inſiſted, that not only all our Standing Army be 
Hanouerians for the future, but that they have 
a Share in the S——e, | 
Many more Schemes have been offer'd to- 
night for your Conſideration, in order to procure 
us Peace, a Bleſſing fo ardently defir'd, and fo 
extremely wanted. But really, Sir, with Sub- 
miſſion 1 "Gay it, I do not think that any. of the 
various Schemes offer'd, would or could anſwer, 
like mine, the only Ends which an honeſt Eng- 
liſbman ſhould have in view, which are the fu- 
ture, as well as preſent Tranquillity and Proſpe- 


rity of his Country, and the Safety and Glory 


of his Prince and the Royal Family. 


His Royal Highneſs, the Duke, may, and I 


hope will, diſperſe the preſent Set of Rebels: But 
will his Victories ſecure us hereafter from Rebels 
and Rebellions? Are there no Facobites but in 
the Highlands of Scotland ? Will France here- 


after, when it anſwers her Purpoſe to confound 


and diſtract us, be able to foment no Spirit of 
Faction or Rebellion among us, as long as ſhe has 
- a 


[6] 
a Competitor to play * us? We may extir- 
pate the Scoteh, and replace them by Hanoveri- 
ans; we may baniſh Papiſts and Nonjurors, we 
may ſtrip Churchmen, and annihilate the Church 
itſelf; we may introduce our Brethren of theE- 
tefforate into moſt Poſts Civil and Military; in 


ſhort, aStanding Army may be eſtabliſh'd, Taxes 


may be continu'd and increas'd, ſo may ourDebts. 
But will any of theſe Meaſures, or all of them col- 
lected, diſſipate our Dread of the Pretender and 
France? If not, an entire Removal of that Dread, 
as being the only- Means that can retrieve our 
Affairs, and make our Prince and us ſafe, great, 
and happy, ſhould be the only Object of our 
Attention, and the only Scope of our Schemes. 
To gonclude, no Scheme ſhould be embrac'd, 
or ſo much as conſider'd, by this venerable So- 
ciety, that does not point out an effefiual Means 
for rooting up that Dread of France and the Pre- 
render, which has caus'd all the Ills we feel and 
complain of. A Scheme projecting the Comple- 
tion of the joint Happineſs of Prince and Peo- 
ple, ſhould likewiſe take in the Cure of that 
curſed Fealouſy which has infeſted us ſince the 
Acceſſion. Mine, if I miſtake not, will anſwer 
theſe and every other Purpoſe that a Patriot Eng- 
liſuman can have in view, therefore aſſure my 
ſelf you will be of Opinion with me, That a 
Ceſſion of Hanover to the Pretender, is the only 
probable Means of retrieving our Aﬀairs, and 
perpetuating the Happineſs of the Subject, and 
Glory of the Prince and his Royal Family, © 
| „„ | 
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dicate our Dread of France, would be the cer- 
tain, and can be the only Means of retrieving 


our Trade, and enabling us to beat the Dutch, 


Frencb, and all other Nations, out of the 


Woollen Manufa&ure. 


An Encreaſe of our Wealth, the Conſe- 
quence of a Decreaſe of our Taxes, and a De- 


_ creaſe of our Expence, will naturally enable us 


to pay off gradually the National Debt, which 


however immenſe it be, may be diſcharg d al- 


moſt impergeptibly in a Courſe of thirty Years, 
if the Cafe of our Dread of France and the 
Stuarts be ru But as this Dread muſt 
always ſubſiſt while any of that Family are liv- 
ing, if not brought to renounce their Preten- 
ſions to this Crown, as propos'd by my Scheme, 
'tis manifeſt that without a Ceſſion of Hanover, 


we can never expect to ſee even a Reduction, 


much leſs an entire Diſcharge of our vaſt Na- 


tional Incumbrance. 


It can't be deny'd, that the Ceſion humbly. 
contended for, would be a Means, and probably 
the only that can be imagin'd for rooting up our 


unhappy Jealouſy of our Royal F amily on ac- 


count of Hanover. As the Malady ſubſiſts, and 
will very likely not only ſubſiſt to the End of 
Time, but enereaſe, while the Royal Family 


hold Teriitories independent of this Crown, 


methinks it would be no bad Policy to remove 


in time the Cauſe of a Diſcaſe, which may prove 
extremely dangerous, if permitted to ſpread and 


encreaſe. 
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a Competitor to play upon us ? We may extir- 

pate the Scotch, BY wa them by Hanovert- 
ans; we may baniſh Papiſts and Nonjurors, we 
may ſtripChurchmen, and annihilate the huren 
itſelf; we may introduce our Brethren of theE- 
teftorate into moſt Poſts Civil and Military; in 
ſhort, a Standing Army may be eſtabliſh'd, Taxes 
may be continu'd and increas d, ſo may ourDebts. 
But will any of theſe Meaſures, or all of them col- 
lected, diſſipate our Dread of the Pretender and 
France? If not, an entire Removal of that Dread, 
as being the only Means that can retrieve our 
Affairs, and make our Prince and us ſafe, great, 
and happy, ſhould be the only Obje of our 
Attention, and the only Scope of our Schemes. 

To gonclude, no Scheme ſhould be embrac'd, 

or ſo much as conſider'd, by this venerable So- 
ciety, that does not point out an effefual Means 
for rooting up that Dread of France and the Pre- 
render, which bas caus'd all the Ills we feel and 
complain of. A Scheme projecting the Comple- 
tion of the joint Happineſs of Prince and Peo- 
ple, ſhould likewiſe take in the Cure of that 
_ curſed Fealouſy which has infeſted us ſince the - 
Acceſſion. Mine, if I miſtake not, will anſwer 
theſe and every otherPurpoſe that a Patriot Eng- 
Iiſoman can have in view, therefore aſſure my 
. will be of Opinion with me, That a 
Ceſſion of Hanover to the Pretender, is the only 
probable Means of retrieving our Affairs, and 
perpetuating the Happineſs of the Subject, and 
Glory of the Prince and his Royal Family, 

| E 
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. dicate our Dread of France, would be the cer- 
| tain, and can be the only Means of retrieving 
our Trade, and enabling us to beat the Dutch, 
French, and all other Nations, out of the 
Woollen Manufacture. „ 
An Encreaſe of our Wealth, the Conſe- 
uence of a Decreaſe of our Taxes, and a De- 
creaſe of pur Expence, will naturally enable us 
to pay of gradually the National Debt, which 
however immenſe it be, may be diſcharg'd al- 
moſt imperceptibly in a Courſe of thirty Years, 
if the Cauſe of our Dread of France and the 


Stuarts be remov'd. But as this Dread muſt 


always ſubſiſt while any of that Family are liv- 
ing, if not brought to renounce their Preten- 
ſions to this Crown, as propos'd by my Scheme, 
'tis manifeſt that without a C2/on of Hanover, 
we can never expect to ſee even a Reduction, 
much leſs'an entire Diſcharge of our vaſt. Na- 
tional Incumbrance. | | 1 EN. 
It can't be deny'd, that the Ceſion humbly 
contended for, would be a Means, and probably 


the only that can be imagin'd for rooting up our 


unha ealouſy of our Royal Family on ac- 
eo £4 Fes; As the Malady ſubſiſts, and 
will very likely not only ſubſiſt to the End of 
Time, but encreaſe, while the Royal Family 
hold Territories independent of this Crown, 

methinks it would be no bad Policy to remove 
in time the Cauſe of a Diſeaſe, which may prove 
extremely dangerous, if permitted to ſpread and 


encreaſe. | | 
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The Ceſion of the Electorate will likewiſe 
cure the public Fealouſy of Miniſters, who have 
all, ſince the Acceſſion, more or leſs, been ſu- 
ſpected of making their Court, and paving their 
way to Power, by purſuing an Intereſt altoge- 
ther foreign, and inconſiſtent with that of theſe 
Kingdoms. But when the Royal Family ſhall 
== have Ceded their foreign Dominions, all ſuch 
1 unnatural, injurious Purſuits muſt neceſſarily 
| ceaſe, Therefore (was it but to fix and confine 
future Miniſters to the Purſuit of One, natural 
Intereſt only) it were to be wiſh'd the Cauſe 
would be remov'd, which has hitherto been ſu- - 
ſpected to have ſplit their Duty and Attention. 
Thus, Sir, have I looſely ſet before you, and 
this venerable Aſſembly, the Benefits naturally 
reſulting from the Ceſſion of Hanover to the Pre- 
tender. If they appear to you as natural, viſible, 
and important as they do to me, I doubt not you 
will incline to agree with me, that without ſuch 
a2 Ceſſion, we run a Riſk of going on, as we have 
for half a Century paſt, declining in Power and 
Virtue, till we dwindle, like greater, antient Na- 
tions, to Meanneſs and Obſcurity. 
An entire Extirpation of the Highlanders of 
Scotland has been propos d by one of our Mem- 
| bers, as a Means for preventing future Rebellions. 
x Another of our venerable Members, diſtinguiſh'd 
. by an uncommon Zegl, propos'd g g | 
the whole Scorch Nation, on a Suppoſition they 
are all, more or leſs, tinctur'd with m. A 
Third, thought it more eligible to baniſh all Pa- 
|  þiſts 
_ 
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pits from theſe: Kingdoms for ever. A Fourth 
added the Nonjurors, alledging they were no leſs: 
dangerous than the Papi/ts. One Gentleman 
went further than either of theſe ; he propos d 
the Payment of our Debts by a Sale of all the 
Livings of the Clergy, and the taking away all 
their Power, as a Means to ſtifle for ever the 
Spirit of Rebellion among us, A Fifth propos'd 
the Introduction of Hanoverian Troops into all 
the Fortreſſes of the united Kingdom. A Sixth 

inſiſted, that not only all our Standing Arm at 
Hanoverians for the future, but that they: 
a Share in the S——e. | 

Many more Schemes have been offer'd to- 
night for your Conſideration, in order to procure 
us Peace, a Blefling fo ardently defir'd, and fo 
extremely wanted. But really, Sir, with Sub- 
miſſion I fay it, I do not think that any of the 
various Schemes offer d, would or could 4 — 
like mine, the only Ends which an honeſt Eng- 
liſhman, ſhould have in view, which are the fu- 
ture, as well as preſent Tranquillity and Proſpe- 
rity of his Country, and the Safety and Glory 
of his Prince and the Royal Family. 

His Royal Highneſs, the Duke, may, and I 
hope will, diſperſe the preſent Set of Rebels: But 
will his Victories ſecure us hereafter from Rebels 
and Rabellions? Are there no Jacobites but in 
hs Highlands of Scotland? Will France here- 
after, when it anſwers her Purpoſe to confound 
and diſtract us, be able to foment no Spirit of 
Fw or Rebellion among us, as long as ſhe * 
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4 Competitor to play upon us? We may extir- 


/ pate the Scotcb, and replace them by Hanoveri- 
| es we may baniſh Papiſts and Nonjurors, we 
may tripChurclimen, and annihilate the Church 
Itſelf; we may introduce our Brethren of the E- 
orate into moſt Poſts Civil and Military; in 
ſhort, aStanding Army may be eftabliſh'd, Taxes 
may be continu'd and increas'd,fo may our Debts. 
Pot will any of theſe Meaſures, or all of them col- 
lected, diflipate our Dread of the Pretender and 
France? If not, an entire Removal of that Dread, 
ds being the only Means that can retrieve our 
Affairs, and make our Prince and us ſafe, great, 
and happy, ſhould be the only Object of our 
a e and the only Scope of our Schemes. 
To conclude, no Scheme ſhould be embrac'd, 
or ſo much as conſider d, by this venerable So- 
ciety, that does not point out an fectual Means 
for rooting up ht] read of France and the Pre- 
tender, which has caus'd all the Ills we feel and 
. 2 of. A Scheme projecting the Comple- 
tion of the joint Happineſs of Prince and Peo- 
ple, ſhould Hkewiſe take in the Cure of that 
curſed Jealouſy which has in feſted us ſince the 
Acceſſion. Mine, if 1 miſtake not, will anſwer 
theſe and every other Purpoſe that a Patriot Eng- 
liſhman can have in view, therefore aſſure my 
ſelf you will be of Opinion with me, That 2 
Ceſſion of Hanover fo the Pretender, is the only 
probable Means of retrieving our Affairs, and 
perpetuating the Happineſs of the Subjef, ww 
Glory of the Prince and 4 _ Family. 
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